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Portsmouth, April 19, 1865 Fellow Citizens: At this hour a Nation bows under the heaviness of a great sorrow.
Not only here in our little sea-side city, but all along the Atlantic coast, in every port and home, and far out over
the wide land, in all its hamlets and cities, from all its valleys and hill-sides and prairies, the voice of lamentation
goes up to God. From every craG upon our rivers, from every ship and steamer in our harbors, from every flag-
staH on land or sea, our nation s ensign floats at half-mast over hearts that are heavy with grief. The golden
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garments for the raiment of grief. For the brave hath gone down to the place of darkness; the cedar is bowed in
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