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(OCoLC)643053629 Excerpt: . . . 11 standardize, and streamline the way USDA food aid and domestic food
purchases are managed end to end - from planning and procurement to ordering, contract management and
delivery. The WBSCM Program Office is scheduled to start user acceptance testing this month. The Public Health
Information System ( PHIS ) is an integrated, comprehensive system of web-based applications that will provide
near real-time collection, report-ing, and analysis of food safety data and inspection findings for FSIS. PHIS
modern design will provide the agency the ability to adapt as requirements change and evolve. It will replace
many of FSIS legacy systems and will capture data on the findings of FSIS inspection program personnel as
they perform their daily tasks ( in-cluding import and export tasks ) and utilize the data to analyze trends,
produce automated model predictions, and ensure the datas quality to be comprehensive, timely, and reliable
for decision-making. In addition, PHIS will collect inspection findings, such as humane handling information,
entered by FSIS inspection program personnel, as well as data streams from the Agencys domestic and
international partners. This coordinated eIort, made possible through PHIS technology, will im-prove the
agencys ability to collect, analyze, and communicate data, better predict likely outcomes, and improve
protection of public health. PHIS will be hosted in USDA Enterprise Data Centers for maximum availability and
disaster recovery. Currently, PHIS is in the design and development phase and technical testing and integration
began this month. Targeted implementation is expected to begin in the fourth quarter of FY 2010. USDA is one
of the largest producers and consumers...
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