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300 warheads along with modern aircraft and missile delivery means including the Jericho-2 missiles with a
range of 1400 kilometers. The estimates are essentially based on statements to the London Sunday Times (
published October 5, 1986 ) by the former technician at the Dimona nuclear reactor, Mordechai Vanunu, who
claimed 18 that Israel was capable of producing 100-200 warheads. Regardless of the number of warheads, it
should be noted that it was the States founder and its first prime minister, David Ben Gurion, who advocated
during the 1950s the development of the nuclear option as an ultimate deterrent against the quantitative edge
of the Arab military. From the beginning, Israel has pursued a deliberate policy of ambiguity with respect to its
nuclear 19 option. Unlike its emphatic denials concerning an offensive chemical capability, | sraeli leaders have
consistently refused to either deny or affirm the existence of a nuclear program. The policy of ambiguity, or to
use Avner Cohens term from Israel and the Bomb, nuclear opacity, meant that Israel would not sign the NPT
and make its nuclear facilities subject to international inspection and control, nor would it deny the existence of
nuclear capability and risk an Arab attack that goes beyond what they otherwise believe to be the threshold
that would trigger an 20 Israeli nuclear response. Iran. Iran is the other non-Arab country and one of those
classified by the United States among the rogue states discussed in this monograph. Unlike Israel, it is a Muslim
nation whose...
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