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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from From the Triple to the Quadruple Alliance: Why Italy
Went to War ltaly s active participation in the war was the work of the nation, not of the Government. Had the
decision been left to the Parliament, to the acknowledged leaders of the people, to the Cabinet or even to all
three combined, it must have fallen out differently. Neither Professor Salandra nor Baron Sonnino would have
gone back to office after their defeat by Signor Giolitti in May. The Dictator, or else a lieutenant of his choice,
would have been entrusted with the reins of power by the King who in this matter had always displayed a
meticulous respect for constitutional forms, and Austria s belated offers would have been accepted by the
Consulta. But the nation, wroth with the representatives who had misrepresented it, wrested from them for a
moment the powers it had bestowed and reversed their decision. It was the act of a moment. Its effect was to
impart direction to policy, not to prescribe ways and means. Wrought to white heat by the strange behaviour of
its official spokesmen the Italian people rose up in its millions, disowned them and imposed its own will on the
Cabinet. Previous to this, conversations had been carried on between the Consulta and the Ballplatz on the
subject of certain claims to which Italy deemed herself entitled in virtue of the Triple Alliance. Baron Sonnino,
therefore, relied upon the Triple Alliance for the success of his plea and the continuity of Italy s policy and was
minded, he frankly said, to restore fresh vigour to that compact if Italy received the benefits it conferred...
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