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After the organization of the meeting, Mr. Clay rose and
addressed it substantially as follows: Ladies and Gentlemen:
The day is dark and gloomy, unsettled and uncertain, like the
condition of our country in regard to the unnatural War with
Mexico. The public mind is agitated and anxious, and is filled
with serious apprehensions as to its indefinite continuance, and
especially as to the consequences which its termination may
bring forth, menacing the harmony, if not the existence, of our
Union. It is under these circumstances I present myself before
you. No ordinary occasion would have drawn me from the
retirement in which I live; but, while a single pulsation of the
human heart remains, it should, if necessary, be dedicated to
the service of one s country. And I have hoped that, although I
am a private and humble citizen, an expression of the views
and opinions I entertain, might form some little addition...
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