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Rarebooksclub.com, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1836 Excerpt: .food of the original. Here we have another beautiful example of that
admirable adaptation of structure, to the necessities and conditions of every form of existence, which is alike
manifest whether our investigations be directed to the beings which exist around us, or to the structure of those
which have lived and died and passed away, ere man, and the animals which are his contemporaries, were
called into existence. Reflecting upon these extraordinary facts, may we not enquire, with the illustrious Cuvier,
At what period was it, and under what circumstances, that turtles and gigantic lizards lived in our climate, and
were shaded by forests of palms, and arborescent ferns. It is a very natural question to ask, how came the
bones of an animal which fed exclusively upon vegetable food in a marine deposit, surrounded with sea shells
and the remains of fish which lived in the sea? The Iguanodon could find no sustenance there! Geologists are
now agreed that the Wealden, of which the rag-stone constitutes a part, was the delta of a mighty river, and itis
supposed that the carcass of the Iguanodon floated upon the surface of that river, and was carried by its
currents into the ocean; and that decomposition at length caused the separation of the flesh from the bones,
which sunk to the bottom. The same currents brought down fragments of wood, the worn angles of which
testify to the action of drifting waters; and pebbles, shells, wood,...
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