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is a hundred pounds of silver. Will you keep it for me until I
return? Certainly, replied the neighbor. I will guard it with great
care. In both paragraphs the writer is discussing the care of the
treasure. In the first paragraph he has placed the conversation
of the first merchant and the words that make the meaning of
the conversation clear. In the second paragraph he has given
the conversation of the second merchant and the words that tell
who is speaking. In stories containing conversation, a paragraph
is usually given to the words of each speaker each time that he
speaks. When very brief descriptions or explanations accompany
the words of a speaker, these descriptions or explanations are
included in the paragraph with the speaker s words. WRITING AN
ORIGINAL CONVERSATION 149 In the first paragraph above,
about The Two Merchants, what...
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